
Life Begins at Birth or First Breath 

(Response to Ryan cont’d) Was Richard fully human at 21 weeks simply because he had exited the birth 

canal?  He still was completely dependent. Is a toddler or young child any less worthy of life than an adult just 

because it relies on its parents for survival?  For something as irreplaceable as a human life an objective criteria - 

such as genetics - should determine humanity rather than an arbitrary measure like dependence.   

 

 
 

Stanley, Genesis 2:7 describes the first formation of a human being - Adam.  In that first creation God 
formed Adam and breathed into him the breath of life.  However, after the formation of Eve, human beings are 
no longer formed from the dust.  Now we each come into being through the act of sexual procreation.    
Therefore, scriptures referencing humans after Adam and Eve provide many verses that point to personhood 
prior to birth or first breath. In addition to Psalm 139:13-16 and Jeremiah 1:4-5 which have already been 
referenced, please further consider Luke 1:39-44.  These verses describe the response of unborn John the Baptist 
when his mother, Elizabeth, encountered Mary - "the baby leaped in her womb".  This scripture indicates a level 
of awareness - cognizance - by the unborn child in responding to the presence of the also unborn Christ.   

 
 

 
 

According to biologists, scientifically human life begins at conception. The fusion of the egg and sperm 

create a being with its own unique set of DNA — separate from that of its mother or father. A rudimentary 

heartbeat begins at just 21 days.  A baby's major organs have actually formed by 10 weeks in utero, 

including its lungs. This pre-born baby requires only time and nourishment to develop into a full -term baby. 

 



 

Stanley, Psalm 139:16 and others indicate personhood at a much earlier stage - using terms of humanity 

even as the person was just "...unformed substance". Psalm 139:16 "Your eyes saw my unformed 

substance, in Your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet 

there were none of them." 

Also, from a biological standpoint, human life begins at conception. When the egg and sperm fuse, a unique 

person is created with its own set of DNA — separate from that of its mother and father. In early 

ultrasounds, we can see the yolk sack, which provides nourishment. If there was no life, there would be no 

need for nourishment. 


